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Matthew Meselson

“The taxonomic 
distribution of 
apomictic groups …
makes it certain 
that a group which 
does wholly 
abandon sexual 
reproduction has a 
limited evolutionary 
future”

“The only organisms which 
challenge this 

conclusion are the 
bdelloid rotifers…they 

constitute a real 
problem for evolution 

theory”  
-John Maynard Smith,  

The Evolution of Sex, 
1978 
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